LAND BASED
SERVICES
LANDSCAPE GARDENING, PARKS & GARDENS,
GREENKEEPING, SPORTS TURF MANAGEMENT,
GARDEN MAINTENANCE, ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSERVATION AND FLORISTRY

OUR LAND BASED SERVICES COVER A WIDE RANGE OF SPECIALISMS
WITHIN THE SECTOR INCLUDING LANDSCAPE GARDENING, PARKS &
GARDENS, GREENKEEPING, SPORTS TURF MANAGEMENT, GARDEN
MAINTENANCE, ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION AND FLORISTRY.
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We value both the reputation we have built up for the quality of our training across
these specialisms and our working relationships with organisations of all sizes in the
region.
The training we offer includes:
•	
Land based apprenticeships: Most apprentices spend one day in College and four
days at work. We will recruit an apprentice for you or support your existing staff
with an apprenticeship programme.
•	
One day short professional update courses: Including safe use of strimmers, ride
on mower training, use of pesticides, plus specialist short floristry leisure courses
such as Introduction to Wedding Flowers and Decorate Your Home For Christmas
With Flowers.
•	
Day release vocational courses designed for adult learners and career
changers, including Saturday and evening classes. We are an approved centre
for RHS qualifications and have part-time courses at level 1,2 & 3.
•	
Sector Based Work Academies where we recruit, select and train staff through
the local job centres to fill your job vacancies.
•	
Tailor made courses: We work with employers to support specific training needs
and create bespoke courses if required. For example, we have recently developed
a hard landscaping programme, a machinery course and a fencing course for
individual companies.
I would be very glad to discuss further your requirements.
John Baker
Head of Horticulture

“

‘I would like to thank you for the excellent service you have provided, which is definitely
superior to that provided by some other colleges. Our apprentices, Martin and Lee speak very
highly of their courses at Shipley College. We look forward to working with you in the future.’
Steve Bielby,
Interim Director Of Works, York Minster
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FACILITIES

SHORT COURSES STARTING SOON

LAND BASED STUDENTS GAIN VITAL PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN A BROAD
RANGE OF LOCATIONS AROUND SALTAIRE. THESE INCLUDE THE CAMPUS
GROUNDS, GARDENS AND PUBLIC SPACES IN THE VILLAGE SUCH AS THE
WORLD HERITAGE PARK. THE GREENHOUSE IS AN IMPORTANT HUB FOR
PROPAGATION WORK.

PROFESSIONAL HORTICULTURE COURSES
LEVEL 1 INTRODUCTION
Horticulture Level 1 Award: 3 days per week for 3 weeks, 01-17 May 2019 & 19 Jun - 05 Jul
2019, 10am-3.30pm, £172 - please note a fee reduction may apply to applicants.

LEVEL 2
Chipper/Shredder Training: 1 day course, Available on request, 9am-5pm, £200.
Pesticide Training: 3 day course, Available on request, 9am-5pm, £420.
Ride on Mower Training: 1 day course, Available on request, 9am-5pm, £220.
Strimmer/Brush Cutter Training: 1 day course, Available on request, 9am-5pm, £200.

SPRING COURSES
LEVEL 1 INTRODUCTION

GLASSHOUSE

FLORISTRY

Since its opening in 2015 the new
glasshouse, which was built as part of the
Jonathan Silver re-development project,
has helped give students a deeper level
of understanding of the principles of
horticulture. This unique facility includes
hi-tech computer systems to control lighting
and heating to support the production and
growth of plants. Students from all levels
ranging from Entry up to Level 3 use the
glasshouse for practical work and to learn
about plant production techniques for
growing vegetables and bedding plants.

Floristry students have a large dedicated
base room for teaching and learning. They
research and create displays for events and
competitions such as the Harrogate Flower
Show, Shipley College’s Horticulture &
Floristry Awards Evening and most recently
Welcome to Yorkshire’s White Rose Awards.
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Gardening Basics City & Guilds Level 1 Practical Horticulture Skills (Short Course): 10 week
course, 03 May - 12 Jul, 9:30am-3pm, £227.

LEVEL 2
Horticulture BTEC Level 2 Award (Short Course): 5 week course, 03 Jun-01 Jul, 9am-4pm, £145.

LEVEL 3
Horticulture BTEC Level 3 (Short Course): 10 week course, 01 May-10 Jul, 9am-5pm, £250.

LEISURE COURSES FOR EVERYONE
Gardening for Pleasure: 10 week course, 01 May-10 Jul, 7-9pm, £160.
Garden Design: 1 day course, 10am-3pm, £72.
Running a Horticulture Business: 1 day course, 10am-3pm, £72.
Hard landscaping – horizontal surfaces: 1 day course, 30 Mar 2019, 9.30am-4.30pm, £60.
Hard landscaping – vertical surfaces: 1 day course, 18 May 2019, 9.30am-4.30pm, £60.
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FLORISTRY
FOR EVERYONE
Introduction to Wedding Flowers: 4 week course, 14 Jan-04 Feb 2019, 7-9pm, £90.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES
FOR APPRENTICES

Creative Flowers on a Budget: 4 week course, 29 Apr-20 May 2019, 7-9pm, £90.
Valentine’s Heart Door Display: Short course, 12 Feb 2019, 7-9pm, £40.
Spring Door Decoration: Short course, 19 Mar 2019, 7-9pm, £40.

LEVEL 2

WE HAVE APPROVAL TO RUN ALL THE NEW LAND BASED APPRENTICESHIP
STANDARDS TO INCLUDE:

Floristry Workshop: 1 day course, 11 Jun 2019, 9.30am-3pm, £70.

LEVEL 3
Floristry Workshop: 1 day course, 18 Jun 2019, 9.30am-3pm, £70.
Please see our website www.shipley.ac.uk and our part-time course guide for further
information. In addition, if you have any enquiries please contact: Horticulture Office
on 01274 327289

Golf
Sports Turf
Greenkeeping Management

Landscaping

Horticulture

Environmental
Conservation

AS AN EMPLOYER YOU BENEFIT FROM:
• Simple & cost effective recruitment.
• Filling junior positions, freeing up existing staff’s time to take on other responsibilities.
• Support & guidance throughout, from recruitment & selection to training & completion.
• Advice on costs & funding.
You will be in safe hands – we have a successful track record delivering apprenticeships to small
and medium sized organisations. In addition, the way apprenticeships are now funded gives a lot
more flexibility to ensure that the training meets your business needs.
Contact the Business Development Team and our professional, friendly staff will be happy to
provide you with further information or will visit your place of work.
t: 01274 327390
e: employers@shipley.ac.uk
w: www.shipley.ac.uk/employers
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YORKSHIRE GOLF CLUBS:
CLUBBING TOGETHER
YORKSHIRE GOLF CLUBS ARE WORKING WITH SHIPLEY COLLEGE’S
APPRENTICESHIP TEAM, TO RECRUIT & RETAIN A MOTIVATED AND
KNOWLEDGEABLE GREENKEEPING WORKFORCE. OPEN TO ANYONE AGED
16+, GREENKEEPER APPRENTICESHIPS ARE ATTRACTING BOTH KEEN
HORTICULTURALISTS AND THOSE WITH AN INTEREST IN GOLF.
Kyran, Head Greenkeeper at Horsforth Golf
Club recommends taking on apprentices and
praised the recruitment process. “Taking
them on board was really easy. First we
emailed the College to see what courses
were available and what the course entailed.
We have used Shipley College before
and it worked very well.” He added “The
apprentices have improved our course in the
year they have been with us. It has helped
to have new skills and new ideas coming in
which has built a better team.”
Apprentice Josh, based at Otley Golf Club, is
enjoying the whole experience and is looking
forward to learning how to operate bigger
equipment. He says “I have always liked
doing practical things and being outdoors
and I would like it to lead to a job and
hopefully go on to a Level 3 qualification.”
The 2 year apprenticeship standard which
Shipley College offers covers a variety of
subjects such as bunker maintenance, laying
turf, planting trees & shrubs plus developing
wildlife habitats. Apprentices learn about
the preparation of the golf course for play
by using specialist equipment to maintain &
renovate turf surfaces.
Thanks to the Head Greenkeepers - Kyran at Horsforth
Golf Club and Steve at Otley Golf Club.
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BRADFORD WORKS:
SUPPORTING PEOPLE
IN TO WORK
BRADFORD WORKS IS A SUCCESSFUL SOCIAL ENTERPRISE THAT HAS OPERATED
FROM SHIPLEY COLLEGE’S LAND BASED DEPARTMENT SINCE APRIL 2010.
OUR AIM IS TO PROVIDE ON THE JOB TRAINING AND MENTORING FOR UP TO
100 WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENTS EACH YEAR. COLLEGE STUDENTS HAVE
AN OPPORTUNITY TO GAIN THE ESSENTIAL PRACTICAL HORTICULTURE AND
EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS NEEDED TO PROGRESS IN THEIR CHOSEN CAREER.

Bradford Works permanent staff undertake
grounds maintenance contracts for a variety
of local organisations including local schools,
care homes, Bradford Council, Incommunities
and Shipley College. The contract to maintain
and plant seasonal flower beds within the
Incommunities estate is just one example of
this work in action. We purchase plants from
local Charity/ Social Enterprise Northcliffe
Environmental Enterprises Team (NEET)
based in Shipley, who produce around
25,000 plants a year for us.

Social space at Jonathan Silver Building
complete with seating and planting.
Having somewhere to sit outside is really
important for students at break time and
Bradford Works have created great social
spaces and landscaping around the campus.

@BWBradfordWorks
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THE PRINCE’S TRUST

PROMOTING LAND BASED COURSES
Horticulture and Floristry staff attend our
own open events and external events to
promote the training we offer.

SHIPLEY COLLEGE, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE PRINCE’S TRUST, DELIVERS THE
TEAM PROGRAMME TO 16-25 YEAR OLDS. STUDENTS DEVELOP CONFIDENCE,
TEAM WORKING AND LIFE SKILLS THROUGH WORK EXPERIENCE, A COMMUNITY
PROJECT AND A RESIDENTIAL.

Local schools are welcome to visit us for
taster sessions in horticulture.

As part of this, the College works with local companies to improve community spaces, both
indoor and outdoor. Recent projects undertaken have had land based skills including horticulture
and landscaping at their heart.
•	At Crag Road Community Allotment students built a large picnic table with two planters out of
donated timber. Students then planted sensory plants and herbs.
•	At Northcliffe Community Allotment students renovated a pond and built stone seating.
•	At Northcliffe toddler group students built a sandpit, created a reading area and painted two
large murals to brighten the space up.

SHIPLEY COLLEGE & BIODIVERSITY
We began creating a range of wildlife
habitats in the Railway Garden, Saltaire back
in 1996. These included ponds, a dry stone
wall, wildflower areas and a mixed hedge.
The idea was to link our garden with other
green spaces next to the railway line in
Saltaire and develop a ‘wildlife corridor’ that
would help many different species of plants
and animals to thrive.
Since then we have worked to increase the
diversity of plant life in all of our grounds and
manage them with environmental principles
in mind. Our plan is to increase plant and
animal life on all our sites and to make
people aware of the benefit these bring to
the environment, health and wellbeing.
We are building a collection of plants around the Exhibition & Jonathan Silver Buildings for
students to research. We also work in partnership with local community group Veg on the Edge
to create growing spaces around the village. Group members can grow and harvest fresh veg
and fruit from raised beds. We also plant flowers to attract bees and other pollinators. In the
future we would like to create an ecological map of all our green spaces and show how these link
with the green spaces across Saltaire.
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Comments from the Students:

“

‘An event like this gives you a purpose and shows
what floristry can be used for. Preparing displays
for such events also gives you confidence and
really good experience.’
Mandy, Level 3 Floristry Student

FLORISTRY

CELEBRATING SUCCESS

Level 3 Floristry students and staff from
Shipley College once again provided the
floral table displays for the prestigious
White Rose Awards, the largest tourism
awards ceremony in the UK. It took place
at Harrogate Convention Centre on Monday
12th November 2018 and students created
50 displays in pink, purple and green
featuring gladioli, lilies and foliage, to create
drama and elegance at the event.

The annual awards ceremony celebrating
the success of all the students in the LandBased Department took place in September
at Saltaire’s Victoria Hall. With well over
130 people attending the event, the hall
was beautifully decked in seasonal floral
arrangements with an autumnal theme by
the Level 3 Floristry students.

“

‘Creating table arrangements for an event like
this is a real learning opportunity. I have always
loved flowers and hope to have my own floristry
business in the future.’
Nisausala, Level 3 Floristry Student

ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AWARDS
An amazing opportunity for our Level 3
Floristry students was to provide 65 table
arrangements for the Association of Colleges
Annual Conference and Exhibition. This is the
biggest event in further education and was
held at the ICC Birmingham on the 20 & 21
November.

Words of welcome were given by John Baker,
Head of the Land-Based Sector at Shipley
College, followed by Ben Preston, Head
Gardener of York Gate Garden presenting a
wide range of certificates to Level 1, 2 & 3
Horticulture and Floristry students.
A wonderful evening and a great way to
celebrate success at Shipley College!
Comments from our students included:

“

‘Fantastic year with some great people, really enjoyed the course.’
‘Wonderful course, wonderful people. Thank you for a fantastic experience.’
‘Loved the course so much I’ve enrolled for another dose of them! Thanks for all the support.’
‘Thank you for my award and a great evening.’

The displays consisted of lilies, roses,
asparagus fern, clematis, skimmia and
solidago and were designed and prepared
at the College. The students then travelled
down to Birmingham with them ready for
the event.

“

‘It is a fantastic opportunity for students to be involved in an event like this. Creating table displays are
also an important part of the student’s assignments. They have to research, create a mood board, look at
costings and produce materials lists to ensure it all runs smoothly.’
Melanie Harvey, Floristry Tutor
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ADVANCED LEARNER LOAN

CASE STUDIES: WHAT OUR HORTICULTURE STUDENTS PAST
AND PRESENT HAVE TO SAY

WHAT IT IS:

USEFUL TO KNOW:

An Advanced Learner Loan may be able to
help with the cost of course fees. They are
for anyone aged 19 and over to help fund the
tuition fees to study qualifications at Level
3 or 4. Repayments on the loan don’t start
until you have completed the course and
are earning more than £25,000 a year. More
information can be found at www.gov.uk/
advanced-learner-loan

•	If you’re unsure about taking out a loan
and want to seek advice then you should
contact the Money Advice Service,
established by the UK government,
who can offer free, impartial advice
by visiting their website at www.
moneyadviceservice.org.uk

“

HOW TO APPLY:
The College will provide you with a Learning
and Funding information letter. You will need
this letter to make a loan application by
visiting www.gov.uk/advanced-learning-loan
to either apply online or download and post
an application form.

“

‘Having done a 3 month course in Horticulture
with the College, I knew I wanted a career change
in to this area. My concern was how I could afford
the Level 3 Horticulture Diploma course.
I borrowed the full cost of it, over £3000, through
the Advanced Learner Loan. It was easy to apply
as it was done online. It has helped me develop
a career in environmentally-friendly, therapeutic
horticulture which helps people with physical &
mental health issues. Once I have completed my
course, I will gain further practical experience
and gain a therapeutic horticulture qualification.
Without the Advanced Learner Loan, I would not
have been able to pursue my dream career.’

•	If you have been granted a full or partial
Advanced Learner Loan, you will still be
liable for the balance of course and exam
fees not covered by the loan and the
College may be able to offer instalment
payments via standing order.
•	If you withdraw from a course funded by
the Advanced Learner Loan, the College’s
policy is not to refund course and exam
fees, except in exceptional circumstances.
You will remain liable for any part of
the course and exam fees not received
by the College from the Student Loans
Company. If the fees are not paid in full
within the notice period or as agreed, the
outstanding debt will be referred to the
College’s debt collection agents. A debt
recovery administration charge of 12%
may be added to the outstanding debt to
cover the debt collection costs.

Kim, Horticulture BTEC Level 3 Diploma Student

‘I have a passion for gardening and working
outdoors. The Horticulture course is a great way
to help me achieve this. I chose Shipley College
because my friends and family have been here
and have recommended it. After my course, I am
interested in advancing on to the Level 3 course or
finding an apprenticeship. One day, I would like to
open my own Horticulture business.’
Adam, 17, Horticulture Level 2 Student
Former School:
Buttershaw Business & Enterprise College

“

‘My dad and grandad both pursued a career in Horticulture so naturally, I have followed in their footsteps.
Shipley College was local for me and is where my family have studied. I really enjoy understanding how
to use the different types of machinery on the course. After the course, I would like to progress to the
Horticulture Level 3 course, and eventually work abroad.’
Lewis, 16,
Horticulture Level 2 Student

Former School:
Buttershaw Business & Enterprise College

“

‘I have always enjoyed plants and flowers. After
working in the Floristry business for 7 years, I
decided I wanted to pursue my love of gardening.
I went to Shipley College to study BTEC Level 2
Horticulture and while on the course, I gained
practical experience with a Garden Designer,
Melissa. I’m now studying BTEC Level 3
Horticulture and would like to further my career by
looking into a Garden Design course. My ideal job
would be to work on an estate along side a Head
Gardener or eventually be a Head Gardener myself,
designing gardens on a larger scale or even look in
to Interior Landscaping.’
Joanne Marshall, Horticulture Level 3 Student
Company:
Melissa Morton Garden Design, Ilkley
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SUCCESS STORIES - PROFESSIONAL GOALS

“

‘After 20 years as a Graphic Designer, I found that gardens,
both public and my own, became somewhere that I could
escape to and be at peace. I decided to pursue the idea of
changing my career to horticulture.
I attended an Open Day at the college, and after getting
advice on my options, I signed up for the Level 3 – 90 Credit
Diploma in Horticulture. I learned such a great deal, and was
inspired to further my knowledge of the different study units
with the unwavering support of all of the tutors.
After leaving college I started my traineeship at York Gate
Garden, in Leeds. I believe that the skills I gained from Shipley
College undoubtedly helped me secure my job at one of the
most prestigious gardens in Britain.’
David Petherbridge
Level 3 Horticulture Student

“

‘I studied Horticulture as an evening class at
Shipley College. My tutor encouraged me to study
the RHS General and RHS Advanced Certificates
(at the same time!) to ensure I trained to the
level best for me. His breadth of knowledge and
commitment over the modules delivered was
inspiring. I particularly enjoyed the soil science
and the practical workshops in propagation in the
glasshouses.
Since setting up my business, some of my key
clients request continued support after planting.
It’s great to be able to contact Shipley College if
I need enthusiastic and passionate horticulturists
to help with my aftercare service’
Melissa Morton
Horticulture Course - 2003-2005
Company:
Melissa Morton Garden Design, Ilkley

Shipley College
Salt Building, Victoria Road, Saltaire, Shipley, West Yorkshire, BD18 3LQ
t: 01274 327222 e: enquiries@shipley.ac.uk
www.shipley.ac.uk

@Shipley_College

/shipleycoll

Company:
York Gate Garden

