
  

 Children’s Play, Learning & Development 
BTEC Level 3 
Course Code: Level 3: 5033 
 

About the course: 
This course can help your career in the early years sector and other requirements, such as a paediatric first aid 
certificate. It will give you a comprehensive introduction to progress directly on to employment, to an apprenticeship 
or an Early Years Educator qualification. 

What you need: 
 4 GCSEs at grade 4 (C) or above, including English 

& maths. If you do not have grade 4 (C) or above in both 
subjects the minimum for the other subject is grade 3 (D). 

Or 
A full Level 2 at Merit grade or above with maths & 
English grades equivalent to those stated above.* 
* Students with grade D (3) in either English or maths will be 
expected to re-take that subject in Year 1. 

 A clear Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check 
at the start of the course. 

 Enthusiasm for working with children. 
 

Length of course & time commitment per week: 
The course takes 1 or 2 years to complete. 
 

What you will do: 
The year 1 units are a combination of units 1-14: 
 Unit 1: Child Development 

 

 Unit 2: Play and Learning 
 Unit 3: Meeting Children’s Physical Development, 

Physical Care & Health Needs 
 Unit 4: Health & Safety in Early Years Settings 
 Unit 5: Working with Parents & Others in Early 

Years 
 Unit 6: Supporting Children’s Speech, 

Communication and Language 
 Unit 7: Supporting Children’s Personal, Social & 

Emotional Development  
 Unit 8: Safeguarding in Early Years 
 Unit 9: Observation, Assessment & Planning 
 Unit 10: Supporting Children’s Literacy & 

Numeracy Development 
 Unit 11: Reflective Practice 
 Unit 12: The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
 Unit 14: Health, Education & Social Services for 

Children & Their Families 
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How to Apply: 
To apply, or for more information, please contact 
Student Services on 01274 327281 
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You may also study GCSE’s or Functional Skills at a suitable level in English and/or maths. These skills help to 
make students more employable and improve CV’s or personal statements. 
 

Assessment: 
This course is unit-based and is assessed both internally and externally resulting in Pass, Merit and Distinction 
grades. Other units are assessed through a variety of tasks that include: written assignments, oral presentation, 
observations drawn from work place experience, practical demonstrations, displays and other visual 
representations of work, gathering of skill, competence evidence, diaries, projects and written evidence compiled 
into portfolios. 
 

Your future: 
After the course, you can study at college or university at a higher level, or use the skills and experience you have 
gained to progress further in your career and find employment in the Childcare industry. 
 

Any extra costs: 
After successful completion of this course, you could progress on to Higher Education. Career opportunities 
include working in schools, private day nurseries, social services, family centres & hospital play work.  
Check UCAS website for entry requirements for Foundation and Bachelor degrees, or speak to the course co-
ordinator. 
 
Core Maths: 
Many young people are continuing to study maths post 16 to enable them to compete for jobs with higher 
earnings. Strong maths skills are vital in many careers. You can choose to study the 2 year Core Maths course as 
part of your study programme. You must have achieved GCSE maths at grade 4 (C) or above. If you are planning to 
go to university, you will also gain additional UCAS points and help support your studies. 
Work Experience: 
On both Level 2 and Level 3 study programmes, you will take part in work experience. This will give you the 
opportunity to work with employers and give you practical experience in the work environment. This will be useful 
to add to your CV and can also help you exploring your career options. 
AS English 
Develop your love of language, literature and explore English in a creative and engaging way, with our AS English 
course. This two year course forms part of your Study Programme and can help you on your journey to a job or 
further study. To be able to do this course you must have achieved GCSE English at grade 4 (C) or above. You will 
also gain additional UCAS points and help support your studies if you are planning to go to university. 
 


